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the placement of the blocks. Their methods are
vague, haphazard and mechanical. But not so
Shozan Takashima, who is one of Japan's most
important prophets who uses this age-old method.

Shozan Takashima, whose place is but a
stone's throw from the Kanda Station, has an
office which looks more like a dentist's or a doc-
tor's establishment than a mysterious centre of the
occult He deliberately chose this prosaic spot
in the midst of bustling traffic and clanging street-
cars with an eye to business for most of his clients
are merchants and business men.

One holiday afternoon I was ushered into the
waiting room of Shozan Takashima, pre-eminent
prophet of Tokyo. The room was arranged like
any business office with an attendant boy, a desk,
a large clock and a sign displaying the master's
rates. After all, to Takashima, it is a place where
people's lives are untangled,

"If this isn't a clinic I would like to know
what it is," Takashima replied later to my com-
ment. "After all, I am not a fortune teller, I

am a scientist."

I was ushered upstairs to a
room. Sitting majestically before the alcove and
behind a table covered with glaring green felt
was Takashima, the very picture of a Victorian